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SUBJ: GROUNDED JAPANESE TANKER SHOWA MARU IN SINGAPORE 
STRAITS 

REF: A. STATE 008954; B. STATE 009256 

1. SALVAGE EIRM IN CHARGE OE SHOWA MARU SALVAGE OPERATION, SELCO 
PTE. LTD., SUCCEEDED IN REELOATING TANKER APPROXIMATELY 150225Z 
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KILOMETER WEST OE BUEFALO ROCK BUT WILL BE MOVED SHORT DISTANCE LATER 
SAME DAY TO BE ANCHORED IN DEEPER WATERS. HOWEVER, TANKER WILL NOT 
BE MOVED OUT OE INDONESIAN WATERS. APPROXIMATELY 45,000 TONS OIL 
HAVE BEEN REMOVED. SELCO PLANS TO REMOVE AN ADDITIONAL 100,000 
TONS WITH PORTABLE PUMPS. TANKER'S INSTALLED PUMPING SYSTEM WILL 
THEN BE EMPLOYED TO PUMP OUT ALL REMAINING OIL. 

2. GOS HAS NO OBJECTION TO VISIT OE DR. HAROLD SNYDER OF EPA TO 
OBSERVE EFEECTS OF DISPERSANTS ON MARINE LIEE EOR POSSIBLE EURTHER 
STUDY. GOS ALSO INEORMED EMBASSY THAT NEITHER GOVERNMENT AGENCY 
INVOLVED IN ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS CONCERNING THE OIL SPILL CURRENTLY 
HAS PLANS EOR SUCH A STUDY. PRIMARY PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT OE 
MINISTRY OF LAW AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT CLOSELY MONITORING AND 
TESTING 

EEEECTS OE DISPERSANTS ON MARINE ENVIRONMENT WITHIN SINGAPORE WATERS, 
BUT HAS NO PLANS AS YET EOR LONGER TERM STUDY. ROLE OE MINISTRY 
OE THE ENVIRONMENT IN SHOWA MARU INCIDENT HAS SO EAR BEEN CONFINED 
TO MONITORING POSSIBLE SHORE POLLUTION IP OIL SLICKS REACHED 
BEACH AREAS. THIS HAS NOT OCCURRED SO PAR. 

3. EOR JAKARTA: SINCE EPA OBSERVER ACCOMPANYING CG TEAM WILL DOUBT- 
LESS WANT TO GO TO SCENE OP SPILL, SUGGEST EMBASSY JAKARTA CLEAR 
WITH GOI PRESENCE OP EPA OPPICIAL IN INDONESIAN WATERS TO OBSERVE 
EEEECTS OP OIL SPILL. 

4. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO SUBMIT DAILY SITUATION REPORTS TO 

ABOVE ADDRESSEES CONCERNING DEVELOPMENTS RELATED TO SHOWA MARU AND 
EPPORTS TO SALVAGE VESSEL AND DEAL WITH OIL SPILL. TO AVOID DUP- 
LICATION COAST GUARD OPFICE ATTACHED TO THIS EMBASSY WILL CONTRIBUTE 
TO THIS REPORT AND CONPINE ITS MESSAGES TO LOGISTICAL AND OPERA- 
TIONAL MATTERS RELATED TO THE TEAM'S REQUIREMENTS. CRONK 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, SALVAGE, SHOWA MARU, OIL SPILLS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 JAN 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975SINGAP00210 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750015-0315 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750149/aaaabrkl.tel 

Line Count: 92 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION COA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 008954, 75 STATE 009256 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 JUL 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <15 JUL 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GROUNDED JAPANESE TANKER SHOWA MARU IN SINGAPORE STRAITS 
TAGS: PLOS, EWWT, SENV, TGEN, SN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



